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Welcome to this special service celebrating the Day of Pentecost. Jesus said of the 
promised Holy Spirit, “He will glorify me.” When the Spirit came, the disciples proclaimed 

the risen Savior as Messiah and Lord. The Spirit glorifies Jesus as we share the good news 
of salvation in word and song in this service and in our daily lives. 

 

  We Gather Together for Praise   

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, BELLS, AND GREETING 
P:  Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord! 
C:  May all your graces be outpoured. 
 
OPENING HYMN  CW 193:1-3  Come, Now, Almighty King 
 
INVOCATION AND RESPONSIVE READING 
P:  We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  The Word of God testifies to the presence of the Holy Spirit from beginning to 
end, from eternity to eternity.  As we read in Genesis: “In the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth …  

C:  And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.” (Genesis 1:1-2) 

P:  The prophets told of the promised Savior: “There shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse … 

C:  And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him.” (Isaiah 11:1-2) 

P:  When the time was fulfilled, the angel said to Mary: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;  

C:  Therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35) 

P:  “And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the 
heavens were opened to him,  

C:  And he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him.”  
(Matthew 3:16) 

P:  Jesus said, “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you.  
C:  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit … he will teach you all things and bring to your 

remembrance all that I have said to you.” (John 14:25-26) 

P:  “When the day of Pentecost arrived, [the disciples] were all together in one place. And 
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind … 

C:  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues 
as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:1-4) 

P:  “No one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says, ‘Jesus is accursed!’ 
C:  And no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except in the Holy Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:3) 

P:  “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
C:  To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 

paradise of God.” (Revelation 2:7) 

 

  We Gather Together for Forgiveness  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P:  Jesus said that the promised Spirit would convict the world of sin and righteousness and 
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judgment.  Convicted of our sins, let us confess those sins to God. 
C:  Almighty God, we confess that we daily turn away from your Word and your will. 

We follow our sinful desires and listen to the temptations of the world around us. 
Have mercy on us and forgive us.  By your Spirit restore and strengthen us for 
service in Jesus’ name. 

P:  God has had mercy on you and sent his Son to be your Savior. Jesus suffered and died 
for you and rose to life on the third day.  By God’s grace, through faith in Jesus’ name, 
you are raised to new life.  I announce to you that your sins are forgiven in the name of 
the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

C:  Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy all you upright in 
heart! 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  CW 193:4  Come, Now, Almighty King 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of grace.  

Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith we may tell 
abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Father, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

  We Gather Around the Word   

HYMN OF PRAISE  CW 183:1  Holy Spirit, Light Divine 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Point to Jesus 
I have pictures here of two famous people.  Let’s see if you know who they are.  Point to 
the President.  That’s right!  
 
Now here are two more pictures.  You should know at least one of these people.  Point to 
my picture!  That’s right.  
 
This time point to Jesus.  That’s right!  
 
Today is a special day that we call Pentecost.  Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told 
his disciples that when he was gone, the Holy Spirit would come to be their Helper and 
Teacher.  So, just as Jesus promised, on Pentecost long ago the Holy Spirit came to the 
disciples.  Jesus had said, “The Spirit will glorify me.”  
 
Can you point to Jesus again?  That is the special job of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit 
points to Jesus.  The Spirit works through the good news about Jesus to create faith in 
people’s hearts.  The Spirit points people to Jesus!  He created faith in people’s hearts so 
that they would trust in Jesus as their Savior.  On that day, 3,000 people were baptized!  
That is what the Holy Spirit does.  He points to Jesus.  That is what we do too, when we tell 
other people about Jesus.  Let’s pray and ask God to help us point to Jesus. 
 
Lord Jesus, you came to die on the cross for our sins and to rise from the dead.  You sent 
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the Holy Spirit to point to you as the Savior.  Help us to share the good news with others. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  CW 183:3  Holy Spirit, Light Divine 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Joel 2:28-29 

Tongues of fire were visible. The sound of rushing wind filled the room. Joel came to mind. Joel was 
fulfilled! God poured out his Spirit. What a thrill it will be to see other servants of God, men and 
women, with us in heaven. Because of the spread of God’s Word, hearts are changed, and heaven 
is opened. We may not all speak the same language while on earth, but we will sing to the Savior 

together in heaven. Spread God’s Word. Support the spread of God’s Word. 

  
28After this, I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. 
Your sons and your daughters will prophesy. 
Your old men will dream dreams. 
Your young men will see visions. 
29Even on the male servants and the female servants, 
I will pour out my Spirit in those days.  EHV 
 
GOSPEL LESSON  John 16:5-11 

The Counselor gives Christians a whole new perspective on life. Enlightened by his grace, we 
observe a world convicted of guilt. By the Spirit of God, we are transformed to live righteous and 
thankful lives. Grief does not fill the hearts of the people of God. Joy, praise, and thanks fill us—and 

lead us to respond to the Spirit’s gifts. 

5“But now I am going away to him who sent me, and not one of you asks me, ‘Where 
are you going?’ 6Yet because I have told you these things, sorrow has filled your heart. 
7Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth: It is good for you that I go away. For if I do not go 
away, the Counselor will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8When he 
comes, he will convict the world about sin, about righteousness, and about judgment: 
9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going 
to the Father and you will no longer see me; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this 
world has been condemned.”                EHV 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  CW 186:1  O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God 
 
A READING FOR PENTECOST  Acts 2:22-23 
P:  "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 
miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves 
know.  This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and 
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.        NIV84 
 
MEDITATION 
P:  When his work on earth was finished, Jesus would ascend into heaven, returning to the 

Father who sent him. But Jesus promised to send his disciples a Helper, the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit, Jesus said, “will glorify me.” It would be the Spirit’s special task to glorify 
Jesus, to point to Jesus, to draw others to faith in Jesus the Savior. So on this day of 
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Pentecost, as we celebrate the outpouring of the Spirit, we see that this is exactly what 
the Spirit did. The Spirit glorified Jesus. The Spirit pointed to Jesus. Filled with the Holy 
Spirit, the disciple Peter proclaimed the truth about Jesus Christ to the astonished 
crowd that gathered in Jerusalem. The Spirit’s message about the Savior was clear. 
According to the plan of God, Peter announced, Jesus was delivered into the hands of 
lawless men to be crucified and killed. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  CW 186:2  O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God 
 
A READING FOR PENTECOST  Acts 2:14, 24-31 
P:  Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:  
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully 
to what I say…God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.  David said about him:  

 
"'I saw the Lord always before me.  
Because he is at my right hand,  
I will not be shaken.  
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;  
my body also will live in hope,  
because you will not abandon me to the grave,  
nor will you let your Holy One see decay.  
You have made known to me the paths of life;  
you will fill me with joy in your presence.'    
 
"Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his 

tomb is here to this day.  But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on 
oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne.  Seeing what was ahead, 
he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did 
his body see decay.                NIV84 
 
MEDITATION 
P:  In the Spirit-inspired words of Holy Scripture, Jesus “as to his human nature was a 

descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with 
power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:3-4).  
Jesus’ ancestor David, inspired by the Spirit, had said to God, “You will not abandon 
me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay” (Psalm 16:10).  Yet as 
Peter pointed out on the day of Pentecost, David was not talking about himself.  The 
great King David died and was buried; you could go see his tomb today!  I have.  
Speaking through the prophet David, the Holy Spirit was pointing ahead to Jesus, the 
Messiah, the Son of David.  Jesus was crucified and killed at the hands of lawless men.  
His dead body was taken down from the cross and sealed in a guarded tomb.  Yet God 
did not abandon his Son to the place of the dead.  He did not allow the body of his Holy 
One to see corruption or decay.  On the third day after his death, the stone was rolled 
away to reveal an empty tomb!  Jesus Christ had risen from the dead!  Jesus promised 
that because he lives, we too will live.  When Jesus returns, we will be raised bodily 
from the dead to live in his presence forever.  The Spirit will be at work on that day too, 
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as the apostle Paul writes, “If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you” (Romans 8:11). 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  CW 186:3  O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God 
 
A READING FOR PENTECOST  Acts 2:32-36 
P:  God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.  Exalted to the 
right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has 
poured out what you now see and hear.  For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he 
said,  
 
"'The Lord said to my Lord:  
"Sit at my right hand  
until I make your enemies  
a footstool for your feet." '     
 
"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Christ."                NIV84 
 
MEDITATION 
P:  Jesus Christ had risen from the dead!  This was no fictional account or wishful thinking 

that Peter proclaimed on that day of Pentecost.  He and the other disciples were 
eyewitnesses.  They had seen the risen Lord.  They talked to him, touched him, ate with 
him, learned from him.  They saw him taken up into heaven and heard the promise that 
he would return in the same way.  That same risen and ascended Lord now reigned in 
majesty at the Father’s right hand.  What the crowds saw and heard that day in 
Jerusalem was the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise:  “You will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8). Filled with the power of 
the Holy Spirit, Peter did just what Jesus had commanded him to do.  Peter proclaimed 
the truth about the risen Savior:  "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has 
made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  CW 186:4  O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God 
 
A READING FOR PENTECOST  Acts 2:37-41 
P:  When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"  
 
Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is 
for you and your children and for all who are far off-for all whom the Lord our God will call."  
 
With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from 
this corrupt generation."  Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day.            NIV84 
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MEDITATION 
P:  On that day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit did just what Jesus had said he would do.  The 

Spirit glorified Jesus.  In the good news announced by Peter the Holy Spirit exalted 
Jesus as Lord and Messiah, as the one through whom we too receive forgiveness for 
our sins.  Today the same Spirit exalts Jesus wherever and whenever the Gospel is 
proclaimed.  Through that Gospel, God has called you to himself.  The Holy Spirit has 
called you to faith.  He has exalted Jesus as Lord and Savior in your life—today and 
always.  He has forgiven your sins and you have been adopted as the sons and 
daughters of God.  The promise of salvation is for you, and in Jesus, that promise is 
fulfilled!  Won’t you do everything you can to be a witness for Jesus?  Share the 
promise of salvation with your words and actions, your offerings and prayers.  Amen. 

 
HYMN OF RESPONSE  CW 272  Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God 
 

  We Gather for Thanksgiving and Prayer   

 

THANKOFFERING  The members of Trinity congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s 

work in this city and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering 

that supports our church’s ministry, but you are welcome to do so.  Guests may fill out a registration 

form found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 

OFFERING HYMN  CW 183:5  Holy Spirit, Light Divine 
 

See, to you I give my heart;  Cleanse my life in ev’ry part; 
Your own temple I would be  Now and for eternity. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH—8:30am and 6:30pm 
P:  Almighty God and Father, you sent your Son to be our Savior, and through the power of 

your Spirit at work in the Gospel Word, we are called to be your baptized sons and 
daughters.  Whatever our callings in life, help us to live each day as your children.  Holy 
Spirit, 

C:  Glorify Jesus in our lives! 
 
P:  Almighty God and Father, we pray for those who are suffering through illness, grief or 

loss.  Work through us to bring to them the hope and comfort found only through faith in 
Jesus’ name.  Holy Spirit, 

C:  Glorify Jesus in our lives! 
 
P:  Almighty God and Father, in the power of your Spirit, lead us to be bold witnesses to 

Jesus our Savior.  Help us to be ready at all times to speak of our Lord’s death and 
resurrection and of the forgiveness and peace found in him alone.  Holy Spirit, 

C:  Glorify Jesus in our lives!  Amen! 
 
FOUR YEAR CONFIRMATION ANNIVERSARY—11am 
 

Four years ago, 12 young people stood before this altar and made a solemn vow before 
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God and this family of believers as witnesses to remain faithful to God.  Today, 7 of them, 
58%, fulfill that vow by regularly attending worship with us.  We praise God and are thankful 
for their faithfulness.  They are returning God’s love to him by imitating God and living a life 
of love.  God help each of us to do that more and more every day. 
 
To help us do that, let’s review the vows we made at our confirmation: 
P:  Do you this day, in the presence of God and of this congregation, acknowledge that in 

Baptism, God gave you forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation? 
C:  I do. 
 
P:  Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 
C:  I do. 
 
P:  Do you believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit? 
C:  I do. 
 
P:  Do you believe all the books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God? 
C:  I do. 
 
P:  Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have 

learned to know it from Luther’s Small Catechism, is faithful and true to the Word of 
God? 

C:  I do. 
 
P:  Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching and to endure all things, even 

death, rather than fall away from it? 
C:  I do, and I ask God to help me. 
 
P:  Do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the teachings of God’s Word, to be 

faithful in the use of the Word and sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to 
God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as long as you live? 

C:  I do, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Now these young men and women are graduating from high school.  Let us pray for them.   
Lord God, we pray for these seniors today.  We pray because we love them.  We’ve grown 
to appreciate them and the gifts you’ve given them as we’ve watched them grow in you and 
in knowledge.  We rejoice with them at their accomplishments.  Now with great excitement 
we watch them as they go into their futures.  We pray for them, dear Lord, that you’ll give 
them strength to face the challenges, obstacles, and temptations that lie ahead of them.  
Keep them with you always.  Bring those that have wandered away from you, allowing 
earthly things to take over first place in their lives, back into your fold.  Help us reach out to 
them with true Christian friendship and love.  We ask this in the name of our precious 
Savior, Jesus, who “gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to” you.  
Amen. 
 
RECOGNITION OF YOUTH CONFIRMATION ANNIVERSARY CLASS 
(Insert names and colleges here.) 
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LORD’S PRAYER—modern language 
 

  We Gather for Unity at the Lord’s Table   

The Bible requires that people be carefully instructed prior to reception of the Lord’s Supper 
so that they have a right understanding of themselves, their faith and this sacrament.  The Bible 
also says that participation in the Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in faith and teaching.  
These are the reasons we ask that only members of our congregation or synod come forward to 
commune.   

If you desire to be nurtured into a relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ, as well 
as prepare for congregational membership and reception of the Lord’s Supper, please speak with 
one of our pastors. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
HYMN OF PREPARATION  CW 183:2,4  Holy Spirit, Light Divine 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 CW 176  Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord 
 CW 190  We Now Implore God the Holy Ghost 
 
THANK THE LORD  CW p 36 
 
BLESSING 
P:  The promise of life and salvation in Christ Jesus is for you and for your children and for 

all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.  The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ + and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  

C:  Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN  CW 184:1  O Holy Spirit, Enter In 
 
WORSHIP LEADER:  Pastor Richard D. Starr 
MUSICIAN:  Mr. Ryan J. Friske 


